
Public Hearing and Regular Meeting of the Town Commission of the Town of Ocean 
Ridge to be held in the Town Hall on Monday, January 5, 1998, 7:00 P.M. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Stamos.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, roll 
call was answered by the following: 
 
  Commissioner Aaskov  Commissioner Bridges 
  Commissioner Kaleel   Commissioner O’Hare 
     Mayor Stamos 
 
IV. Postponed Public Hearing 

A. Application submitted by Stephen/Linda Murray, 6009 Old Ocean 
Blvd., Ocean Ridge, requesting a variance from the provisions of 
Chapter 26;  Land Development Code, Article VII; Construction 
and Excavation Setback Line; (A) Setback Line Established to 
permit construction of a 16’ X 19’ bulkhead walkdown structure 
which would be within 10’ and east of the coastal construction 
setback line (CCSL) at the legal description of the Lots 11 and 12, 
Blk 4 of Amended Plat of Boynton Subdivision 

 
Town Clerk Hancsak read the application by title.  She advised that all fees had been paid 
and that no additional correspondence had been received. 
 
Mr. Murray, 6009 Old Ocean Blvd., advised that the plans for the structure had been 
modified since the previous Town Commission meeting.  He stated that the deck area had 
been altered to be closer to the seawall and only extend 2-3’ from the property line.  He 
stated that this would not present any obstruction to anyone walking along the beach.  He 
added that he had received state approval for the revised project. 
 
Comm Kaleel moved to approve the application as submitted, seconded by Comm 
Bridges. 
 
Motion Carried – Yea 5. 
 
V. Requests for Additions, Withdrawals, Deferrals, Arrangement of Items 
 
Comm O’Hare requested that a petition from homeowners residing on A1A be 
introduced.  He requested that Items VIB1c and d be added to the Items by 
Commissioners.  He requested that Item VIB1a be added to the discussion at Item IX B.  
He also requested to add a discussion of the executive administration of the Town as an 
item by Commissioners. 
 
Mayor Stamos requested that discussions of the DOT construction on the Inlet bridge, the 
Cullen residence at 63 Spanish River Dr., and motor homes parked behind the Town Hall 
be added as items IX C 10, 11, and 12, respectively. 
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VI. Consent Agenda 
A. Minutes 

1. Regular Meeting of December 1, 1997 
B. Reports 

1. Town Manager 
a. Beach Replenishment 
b. Inlet Cay Beautification 

2. Director of Public Safety 
a. Monthly Activity Report 

3. Town Clerk 
a. Appointment of Poll Workers 

C. Resolutions 
a. No. 98-01;  Designating the Supervisor of Elections as a 

Member of the Canvassing Board to be in Attendance for 
the Testing of the Computer Electronic Systems Tabulating 
Equipment to be Used for the General election Scheduled 
for February 10, 1998 and to Canvas Ballots Following the 
Election 

D. Approval of Annual Audit for Fiscal Year 1997/98 Prepared by 
Bob Rives, Rives & Company 

E. Proclamations 
1. Week of the Working Parent 1/18-24/98 

 
Comm Kaleel moved to approve the consent agenda as amended, seconded by Comm 
Aaskov. 
 
Motion Carried – Yea 5. 
 
Comm O’Hare advised that he did not feel that the minutes accurately reflected the 
criticism of the Town Manager that was discussed at the previous meeting.  He did not 
suggest any amendments to be made. 
 
VII.  Announcements 

A. 1998 Municipal Election 
a. Date of election is February 10, 1998 
b. One Commission Seat for a Three Year Term 
c. Candidate Filing Dates are December 30, 1997 through 3 

PM January 21, 1998 
 
Town Clerk Hancsak read the announcements from the agenda to the public. 
 

B. Financial Summary for Fiscal Year 1997/98 
 
Town Clerk Hancsak gave a brief financial summary for fiscal year 1996/97 by 
summarizing pages 6 and 9 of the financial audit. 
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VIII.  Public Requests 
A. Request to Trim the Vegetation at the Dune at 5518 Old Ocean 

Blvd. – Clifton Homes, representing Rancliff Inc. (postponed item) 
 
K C Hembree, representing Clifton Homes, advised that at the previous Town 
Commission Meeting, the Commission requested that he resubmit his application with a 
profile drawing included. 
 
Mayor Stamos asked if he was intending to remove the scaevola and plant seagrapes.  
Mr. Hembree replied that they would be removing both scaevola and brazilian pepper and 
replant seagrapes. 
 
Comm Bridges advised that he believed the plans were well done. 
 
Comm Bridges moved to approve the request, seconded by Comm O’Hare. 
 
Motion Carried – Yea 5. 
 

B. Request to Discuss Banana Boat Noise – George Bierlin, 26 
Hudson Ave. 

 
Atty Nicoletti advised that he had spoken to Scott Blasey, Code Compliance Officer in 
Boynton Beach, who informed him that additional testing was done on both sides of the 
Intracoastal and no violation was found.  Mr. Blasey also told him that weekly 
monitoring would be done and attempts would be made to muffle the sound with the help 
of the owner. 
 
Comm Aaskov advised that the noise from the restaurant could be heard at her house.  
She stated that she did not believe the officer was trying to find a violation. 
 
Comm O’Hare stated that the decibel levels must not be set correctly.  He added that the 
situation should be monitored continuously. 
 

C. Request to Discuss Code Pertaining to Rentals Located Within the 
RSF District – Betty Bingham, 1 Ocean Ave. 

 
Ms. Bingham stated that there is a bathhouse being used as a rental apartment in Town 
which is creating a problem and added there is not adequate parking available.  She added 
there are other similar situations involving remodeled garages in Town.  She advised that 
she has been told by the Department of Public Safety  (DPS) that she can have vehicles 
towed that are parked on or blocking her driveway; however, this does not give her the 
immediate and long term relief that she desires. 
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Comm Kaleel asked how long the situation had been occurring to which Ms. Bingham 
replied that it had been several years.  Town Manager Lanker advised that the staff and 
the DPS are aware of the problem and parking citations have been issued whenever 
violations occur.  He explained that the code allows for up to five unrelated people to live 
in a house.  He added that the problem is that the DPS is not able to enter the house to 
check who is residing in it. 
 
Ms. Bingham advised that the garage had been approved for a remodel into a bathhouse 
for the swimming pool.  She stated that since that permit, it has been remodeled to 
include a kitchen and a bedroom that did not have approval. 
 
Ms. Bingham mentioned that access to the alleyway behind her was also being inhibited 
by the growth of a ficus over the easement area.  Town Manager Lanker stated that 
complaints such as this were a good reason for the alleys to be surveyed.   
 
Atty Nicoletti advised that he would like to discuss the situation with Ms. Bingham and 
decide if it can be brought before the Special Master for a Code violation. 
 
Mayor Stamos agreed stating that he believed this to be a major problem which needs to 
be addressed quickly. 
 

D. Request to Discuss Code RE: Location of Hedges – Betty 
Bingham, 1 Ocean Ave. 

 
Ms. Bingham advised that the Town needs to address the problem involved with the 
planting of hedges on property lines which may become invasive on neighboring 
properties.  Mayor Stamos suggested that this be turned over to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission for consideration with the landscape code. 
 

E. Discuss East End Closure of Tropical Dr. – Felix Zajac, 9 Tropical 
Dr. 

 
Mr. Zajac advised that all the homeowners on Tropical Dr. believe that the street should 
be closed due to traffic problems.  He added that he believed there is a petition circulating 
to that effect. 
 
Comm Kaleel stated that at the previous Town Commission meeting, a petition stating all 
property owners' agreement, a survey, and a property search should be submitted.  Mr. 
Zajac advised that he would have these items at the next regular meeting. 
 
Vera Klein, 7 Sailfish Lane, questioned why the property owners need approval from the 
Town Commission, as Tropical Dr. is a private street.  Atty Nicoletti advised that the 
property owner’s need to prove that there will still be vehicle access for DPS and garbage 
trucks.  Comm O’Hare stated that what the property owner’s are doing for the Town 
Commission is more as a courtesy than necessity because they do not need the permission 
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of the Town Commission to close off one end of their street.  He added that he has 
received a letter from BFI advising they had no problem with the closure. 
 
IX. Commission Action 

A. Ordinances 
1. No. 500; Amending the Code at Chapter 26, Article VII, 

Coastal Construction Code, By Adopting the Coastal 
Construction Control Line as Adopted by the State of 
Florida; Providing Construction Guidelines and Procedures 
within the Coastal Construction Control Zone (2nd Reading 
and Adoption) 

 
Town Clerk Hancsak read Ordinance No. 500 by title only. 
 
Comm Bridges moved to approve Ordinance No. 500 on second reading, seconded by 
Comm Kaleel. 
 
Mayor Stamos requested that the Town Atty explain the ordinance to the public.  Atty 
Nicoletti advised that the Town had established a CCCL line that was 10’ westward of 
the State’s CCCL.  He advised that this ordinance would include provisions for local 
permitting, continuance of Town’s dune preservation efforts, and sea turtle protection.  
He added that the State and County provided information and suggestions for the sea 
turtle portion.   
 
Comm O’Hare stated that he felt the Town Commission should approve the Ordinance 
now, but give consideration to dune preservation procedures in the future that may allow 
for homeowners to remove invasive species on the dune without appearing before the 
Town Commission. 
 
Richard Thompson, 6191 N Ocean Blvd., asked if the CCCL had been moved 200’ to the 
west by the State to which he was told that it was in some areas.  Comm Bridges briefly 
explained the reasoning for the CCCL and indicated how a permit will be more costly 
and laborious. 
 
Roll call was made on Comm Bridges’ motion. 
 
Motion carried – Yea 5. 
 

B. Discuss Purchase of Property South West of Town Hall 
 
Status of Negotiations with Boynton Beach RE: Property Adjacent 
to Town Hall (item moved from Town Manager’s Reports 
requested by Comm O’Hare) 
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Town Manager Lanker stated that most of the property southwest of the Town Hall had 
been sold for mitigation purposes by the developer.  He advised that the property owner 
is willing to sell the remaining corner of the lot (approximately 33,000 square feet 
including the 50’ right-of-way) to the Town for $250,000.  He suggested that the Town 
Commission wait to see how the negotiations with Boynton Beach proceed before 
negotiating with the property owner.  
 
Comm O’Hare advised that he had another option for Comms. Bridges and Kaleel to 
present for their negotiations with Boynton Beach.  He displayed plans that showed his 
suggestion to use the land east of SR A1A which Ocean Ridge currently owns rather than 
obtaining new land from Boynton Beach.  He explained that the Town could place a new 
Town Hall chambers (including a rec room, bathroom, and kitchen) and additional 
parking on the 50’ parcel on the beach.  He suggested that the Town solve their problems 
using the land that is currently available. 
 
Comm Bridges advised that this suggestion exhibited the right type of thinking that is 
needed in negotiations with Boynton Beach.  He stated that the Town is aware that 
Boynton Beach will put in additional parking.  He added that Comm O’Hare’s idea 
should be considered in the Town’s long range plans which  will be discussed later in the 
meeting. 
 
Comm Kaleel agreed stating that he was in favor of building on the 50’ parcel especially 
since Boynton Beach is not interested in obtaining it.  He added that he still felt the Town 
should try to obtain the lot south of the Town Hall and negotiate for the lot to the west of 
it. 
 
Comm O’Hare asked if the survey the Town is requesting would indicate what the cost 
would be to make the area buildable.  Comm Kaleel stated that the survey would only 
indicate where building could be done.    Town Manager Lanker advised that he was 
meeting with Joe Pike of EnviroDesigns, Inc. the next day to discuss the surveys. 
 

C. Items By Commissioners 
1. Discuss Medic Service – Comm Bridges 

 
Comm Bridges advised that he wished to discuss whether there are any additional classes 
available for the DPS Officers for medical training.  He stated that ambulances currently 
can not cross over the Ocean Ave. bridge as a result of the 6000-pound maximum weight 
and must use Woolbright to enter Ocean Ridge from Boynton Beach.  He added that 
while the Town is receiving good service now, he would like to request that an 
ambulance be kept on the Ocean Ridge side of the Intracoastal especially while the Ocean 
Ave. bridge is under construction. 
 
Mayor Stamos commented that Manalapan Officers are also trained as EMTs and 
suggested that Ocean Ridge do likewise.  He suggested that the Town Commission 
review that in their long-range plan. 
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2. Discuss Speeding Vessels on ICWW – Comm Bridges 
 
Comm Bridges suggested that as a result of the accident in Ft. Lauderdale, the Town 
contact the State regarding a speed limit in the channel.  He added that the coastal 
communities could join in this project. 
 
Dave Berger, 46 Bimini Cove Dr., questioned what his suggestion for a speed limit 
would be.  Comm Bridges advised that he felt even 25 MPH may be too fast.  Mr. Berger 
advised that he felt such action would kill boating in the Town. 
 
There was no motion made by the Commission. 
 

3. Discuss Presentation with Florida Legislature – Mayor 
Stamos 

 
Mayor Stamos advised that the resolution for the scenic highway was approved by a 
majority vote of the Town Commissioners.  He stated that he requested any other 
Commissioner to accompany him to assist with the presentation to the legislature and 
Comm O’Hare did so.  He stated that Comm O’Hare made a great presentation.  He 
added that the presentation had started through the suggestion of residents of Ocean 
Ridge in order to have a say in what DOT does in the Town. 
 
Mayor Stamos stated that sensationalism has arisen regarding this issue which currently 
has the support of Reps. Sharon Merchant and Ron Klein.  He commented that he would 
not respond to the article in the paper (referring to Frank Cerabino’s column in the Palm 
Beach Post on January 4, 1998), but to say that his letter to the editor had been edited.  
He advised that he had written that government should do what is the will of the people if 
not immoral or illegal.  He suggested that Comm O’Hare give the presentation that he 
gave to the Florida Legislature. 
 
Comm O’Hare advised that he was concerned with the preservation of the historical 
significance of A1A.  He then read exerts from his presentation to the legislature which 
included a lot of historical data.  He ended by explaining that if a bike lane were added to 
A1A, not only would there be the additional asphalt, but a 10’ clear zone would be 
needed from the edge of the asphalt where all trees would have to be removed.   
 
Mayor Stamos advised that Briny Breezes and Manalapan are also attempting to receive 
historic designation for their portions of A1A.   
 
Comm Bridges suggested that the Town Commission take a different approach and 
negotiate similar to the Ocean Ave. bridge and beach renourishment projects.  He 
commented that if he had been present at the last Town Commission meeting, he would 
not have voted in favor of presenting the historic designation request to the legislature.  
He added that the Town did not have the support of Mary McCarty or the county.   
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Comm Bridges explained that money for landscaping can be obtained through 
negotiations with DOT.  He explained that in the area north of the oceanfront park, there 
is asphalt room being used by driveways which could be used for the creation of a bike 
path.  He advised that in the area of Harbour Dr N and S, Adams, and Beachway, there is 
tremendous potential for a bike path and additional landscaping.  He suggested that A1A 
could be straightened on the north end of Town which could give additional land to 
McCormick Mile.  He also clarified that the Town does not have many areas which have 
trees extending out over A1A as shown in the display presented by Comm O’Hare. 
 
MaryLou Schillinger, 1 Beachway Dr., questioned where the 10’ for the bike path would 
come from.  Comm Bridges explained that DOT specifies 5’ on each side for bike lanes 
adding that there will be certain places in Town where there will not be adequate room.  
He advised that there is a potential for liability if a bicyclist is killed in Town as a result 
of this attitude against the bike paths.  He added that DOT would insist on the addition of 
a bike path in that instance and it would be placed as DOT mandates.  He explained that 
there is a clause that would allow for the bike lane to only be 2’6” in areas where there is 
not adequate room for the 5’. 
 
In response to the comments of Comm Bridges, Comm O’Hare advised that he did not 
think that the straightening of A1A at the north end was a good idea.  He explained that 
the Beautification Task Force has plans to add more canopy trees over A1A.  He agreed 
with Comm Bridges in that some areas have an adequate amount of asphalt and a bike 
lane could be added without much inconvenience.   
 
Elizabeth Thompson, 6191 N Ocean Blvd., asked if an intermittent bike path would 
defeat the purpose of having one.  Comm Bridges reiterated that a narrow escape path 
would be installed in those places where it is not convenient for a 5’ wide path.  Mrs. 
Thompson asked what would happen if there is not adequate room for the escape path to 
which Comm Bridges advised that there is no place in Town which would fall in that 
category.  Mrs. Thompson questioned what guarantee the Town would have for the 
landscaping.  Comm Bridges explained that although DOT can be very stubborn, the 
Town will be able to come to an agreement through negotiations.   
 
Mark Little, Swinton Ave. Delray Beach, advised that he was a member of many local 
biking clubs.  He advised that he does not live with the luxury of the beauty of Ocean 
Ridge.  He advised that the sharing of the road is a safety issue as passing cars find 
themselves head on with vehicles in the other lane.  He explained that a narrow bailout 
lane would still give the cyclist more room than the thin white line which they currently 
have.  Comm O’Hare asked what he would do if DOT attempted to widen Swinton and 
bulldoze the trees 10’ from the edge of the road.  Mr. Little advised that he would attempt 
to negotiate to keep the beauty while making it a safe area such as Comm Bridges 
suggested.   
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Greg Barbieri, Boynton Beach, stated that he has lived in this area his whole life.  He 
advised that the Town has an opportunity to make A1A a safe place for cyclists to ride.  
He added that the section of A1A through Town is not historical in the sense that it is not 
the original A1A. 
 
Bruce Gimmy, 12 Ocean Ave., stated that Mr. Barbieri was correct that it was not the 
historical A1A.  He stated that he believed that bike paths were Federally and State 
mandated along all new roads and that negotiations would be the intelligent way to 
handle the situation.  He stated that he believed if the Town continued on the current 
course, they would open themselves up to a liability issue.  He stated that he felt the 
residents were only looking at the situation from their own point of view rather than that 
of a community.  He added that regarding the bridge, he felt that Ocean Ave. will be 
better than ever as a result of the negotiations with DOT. 
 
Rafeal Clemente, West Palm Beach, advised that he has been hit three times by residents 
of coastal communities including once by an Ocean Ridge resident.  He advised that he 
believed it to be short sighted of the Town Commission to prohibit a bike lane for 
aesthetic or any other reason.   
 
Grace Brawner, 1 Ocean Ave., advised that she has lived in Ocean Ridge since 1957.  
She stated that the corner of pavement at Ocean Ave. and N Ocean Blvd. is her property 
and she should be receiving a letter of recognition from the Town on a yearly basis for it.  
Mayor Stamos advised her that the staff would investigate the matter.  She added that the 
Town Commissioners, in their discussions of adding a bike path and additional asphalt 
along A1A, should not negotiate other people’s property.  She advised that these 
negotiations should only be done for her benefit and the benefit of the other property 
owners along A1A. 
 
Jeff Galit, 6019 N Ocean Blvd., questioned what the distance would be from the center 
lane of the road to the edge of the bike path.  Comm Bridges explained that the distance 
required for a traffic lane is 10’10” and then 5’ for the bike path.  He stated that there is 
already 13’ from the centerline indicating that only an additional 2’-3’ would be needed.  
Comm O’Hare added that new standards would also be applicable which would require a 
10’ clear zone beyond the asphalt with no trees, poles, et cetera. 
 
Rudy Bill, Boynton Beach resident, stated that he is getting a bad feeling from Ocean 
Ridge towards any non-residents.  He stated that he does feel there will be a bike lane 
along A1A through Ocean Ridge at some point in time.  He advised that he would like to 
show his support of Comm Bridges’ position on negotiation. 
 
Tim La Flin, 54 Ocean Ave., commented that he believed the bike lane to be a farce 
because if it were to be of varying dimensions, it would still force the cyclist to merge 
with the traffic flow.  He stated that he did not believe a bike lane would make A1A any 
safer because as the cyclists are farther from the traffic lane, they are also farther from the 
sight of the driver. 
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Tom Horton, 31 Coconut Lane, advised that he has feared for his safety while cycling on 
A1A and endorsed Comm Bridges’ ideas and position on negotiation.  He asked the 
Town Commission to reconsider their position and think about the safety of the public. 
 
Linda Essig, 12 Inlet Cay Dr., advised that when she moved to Ocean Ridge six months 
ago, there were discussions over the size of the bridges on the islands and the DOT 
standards for them. She stated that DOT is a large organization which does projects on a 
large scale.  She questioned what the Town would gain over a bike path stating that if 
someone does not feel safe cycling on A1A, why would they go out of their way to cycle 
there.  She commented that she felt if all the residents knew exactly what would be lost 
by the addition of the bike path, they would be upset.  Mayor Stamos added that DOT 
works for the citizens and should not mandate something that the residents do not want. 
 
George Bierlin, 26 Hudson Ave., advised that he wished Boynton Beach were as 
courteous to Ocean Ridge as the reverse.  He stated that in the previous week, he had a 
cyclist swerve in front in him to avoid waiting for himself and two other cars to turn at 
the Woolbright and A1A intersection. 
 
Gilbert Panzer, 6810 N Ocean Blvd., stated that the Town needed to accept the fact that 
cyclists are going to use A1A.  He advised that it is the moral obligation of the Town to 
make A1A as safe as possible for them.  He added that the bike lanes would also be a 
safety feature for the residents in vehicles, as it would not force them into oncoming 
traffic and to cross the double yellow line when passing the cyclists. 
 
Bob Webster, 5105 N Ocean Blvd., advised that he was a resident and wanted to show 
his support for Comm Bridges’ concept although he did not want A1A to look like the 
bike paths that are in Boca Raton.  He added that a car hit him while on his bicycle in 
Highland Beach. 
 
Oliver Martin, Boynton Beach resident, informed the Town Commission that he had been 
on two Olympic Teams, rode in the Pan-American games, and bikes 128 miles per week.  
He stated that Florida has the highest fatality rate for cyclists of any state in the country.  
He advised that bike lanes of any size would provide space to protect the cyclist and not 
force cars to cross the double yellow line into oncoming traffic. 
 
Dave Berger, 46 Bimini Cove Dr., asked if it would be possible to get statistics on the 
issue.  In response, Comm Bridges asked if saving even one life is enough to which Mr. 
Berger replied that it was not.   
 
Mr. Berger asked how many feet were involved in the project.  Comm Bridges again 
explained that the travel lane would be 10’10” and 5’ for the bike lane.  He stated that 
there would only be an additional 2-3’ needed as the lanes are already 13’ wide. 
 
Comm O’Hare stated that a bike lane could accommodate the cyclists, but they would 
still have the right to use the entire road.   
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Mayor Stamos commented that the Commissioners represent the residents of Ocean 
Ridge and that he would only be wrong in his position if it can be shown that a majority 
of the residents disagree.   
 
Mrs. Klein questioned why the cyclists from Boynton Beach do not use the bike path on 
Federal Highway.  She added that none of the cyclists obey the traffic laws in Town. 
 
Comm Kaleel advised that he had voted against the request for historic designation of 
A1A.  He explained that the historic designation and the bike path do not have to be 
mutually exclusive situations.  He read the state statute concerning historic designation: 
“DOT may after consultation designate scenic highways on the state highway system.  
Highways designated as scenic highways are intended to maintain and protect Florida’s 
historical, cultural, and scenic routes on the state’s highway system for vehicular, 
bicycles, and pedestrian travel.”  He chastised the Town Commission for attempting to 
use historical designation to prevent a bike path.  He added that even if A1A were given 
historical designation, there would need to be negotiations with DOT.  He stated that the 
Town Commission needs to find out what the facts are for the issue as opposed to trying 
to “ram down” this historic designation after only being informed in a letter that there is a 
possibility of a bike path by 2003.  He suggested that the Town look at how to protect its 
residents by investigating what is actually going to happen.   
 
Jerry Lower, 2 Harbour Dr N, suggested that the decision to negotiate or petition for 
historic designation be a straw ballot on the next election.  Mayor Stamos stated that the 
bill must be introduced to the Florida legislature by the end of January, so the next 
election would be too late.  He added that it could only be a benefit to have the historic 
designation when DOT makes plans involving the Town. 
 
Mayor Stamos questioned how the Ocean Ridge Town Commission can be in 
disagreement when other coastal communities have been unanimous in their opposition 
to bike lanes.  He questioned how two Commissioners can be on the opposing side to the 
majority of the residents.  Comms Kaleel and Bridges concurred that they do not feel a 
majority of the residents are opposed to the bike path.  Comm Kaleel added that he felt 
the Town Commission has made the historic designation into a bike path issue. 
 
Comm O’Hare disagreed citing the newspaper’s responsibility for creating the bike path 
issue adding that the Town Commission is not against cyclists riding through Town.  He 
suggested lowering the speed limit, adding more signs, or placing a dotted line down 
A1A as alternates to protect the cyclists. 
 
Mayor Stamos apologized if anyone was offended by the feelings expressed.  He stated 
that the issue of petitioning for historic designation has already been voted on and will 
proceed adding that he wished the Town Commission were united on the issue. 
 
 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARING OF THE TOWN COMMISSION OF THE TOWN OF 
OCEAN RIDGE HELD ON MONDAY, JANUARY 5, 1998 

 12 

4. Discuss Drainage on Inlet Cay Island – Mayor Stamos 
 
Mayor Stamos stated that he felt the Town was addressing the issue by cleaning the 
drains and removing debris.  He added that this issue would have to be addressed at 
future meetings to correct the flooding on the roadway. 
 

5. Discuss his Letter to the Editor of OR Reporter – Comm 
Bridges 

 
Comm Bridges stated that the Town Commission needed to look at the long-range plans 
for the Town such as drainage and sewer.  Comm Kaleel concurred suggesting an all day 
planning session possibly including the Planning and Zoning Commission to brainstorm 
and plan.  It was agreed that a day in the spring would be chosen for this purpose. 
 

6. Discuss A1A Designated as Scenic Highway – Comm 
Bridges 

 
Comm Bridges advised that this was discussed with Mayor Stamos item #3. 
 

7. Ocean Ave. Waterline Crossing (removed from Town 
Manager’s Reports) – Comm O’Hare 

 
Comm O’Hare stated that he feels the Town should not have to pay for the test to locate 
the depth of the waterline.  There were no other comments on the issue. 
 

8. Doggie Walk Bags (removed from Town Manager’s 
Reports) – Comm O’Hare 

 
Comm O’Hare explained the concept of the report and stated that he was only 
disagreeing that the funds for the project would be taken from the beautification account.  
Town Manager Lanker advised that the funding could be taken from a different account.  
After a discussion on the issue, a majority of the Town Commissioners were not in favor 
of purchasing the doggie walk bags. 
 
Mrs. Essig questioned if the code addressed this issue and was told that residents are 
required to clean up after their own pets.  She added that if there is a law, then the Town 
should not have to provide supplies for pet owners. 
 

9. Executive Administration of Town – Comm O’Hare 
 
Comm O’Hare explained that the Town Commission created a part-time Town Manager 
position when they combined the position with that of the building official when hiring 
Gary Lanker.  He stated that a workshop is needed to discuss if this is the situation that 
the Town would like to continue. 
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Mayor Stamos agreed stating that there are some areas which he believes are lacking and 
some issues that have come up which are serious.  He stated that by trying to save money 
in combining the positions, the Town Commission might be doing a disservice to the 
Town. 
 
Comm Bridges mentioned that the Town Manager of Gulf Stream does oversee the 
zoning, but the County does the inspections.  He stated that their system seems to run 
efficiently. 
 
Comm O’Hare stated that included in the Town Code is a provision for the Town 
Commission to require an indemnity bond in such sum as the Town Commission deems 
proper in order to ensure that the Town Manager “faithfully perform the duties of town 
manager and carefully and economically conserve the interests of the Town.”  He 
suggested that having Town Manager Lanker sign a surety bond might better protect the 
Town if he still believes he can perform the duties of both the Town Manager and 
Building Official. 
 
Mayor Stamos suggested the discussion be combined with the one day workshop for the 
discussion of the future planning for the Town.  Comm Kaleel advised that he did not 
believe that one meeting would be the best option as these are two separate issues.   
 
Comm Aaskov reminded the Town Commission that she was opposed to combining the 
two positions at the time of Town Manager Mathis’ resignation.  She stated that she 
believes Town Manager Lanker has too much for one person to handle. 
 
It was agreed to set up a workshop date to discuss this issue. 
 

10. DOT and the Inlet Bridge – Mayor Stamos 
 
This item was discussed later. 
 

11. Cullen Residence – Mayor Stamos 
 
Mayor Stamos stated that he believes the residence at 63 Spanish River Dr. is a disgrace.  
He advised that the last rough inspection was done on November 19, 1996.  He added 
that there is a commercial fishing boat behind the house where trucks have been coming 
to pick up fish.  He explained that the current code allows for a building permit to remain 
valid if inspections are done periodically.  He stated that there should be continued work 
for a permit to remain valid.  He reiterated that he wants the Town to enforce the Code. 
 

12. Motor Homes Parked Behind Town Hall – Mayor Stamos 
 
Mayor Stamos advised that there are three motor homes parked behind Town Hall on 
Boynton Beach property violating the code.  He added that Director Hillery owned one of 
these.   
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Mayor Stamos also wanted to advise the Town Commission that he had witnessed 
Banyan Trees being cut by FP&L in a manner that he described as a disgrace.  He 
suggested that open communications with FP&L would prohibit this from reoccurring in 
the future. 
 
Director Hillery responded by stating that when he spoke to the men cutting the trees, he 
was told that they were being cut to the specifications of the property owner.  He stated 
that he could not prohibit a resident’s request. 
 
Regarding the motor homes, Director Hillery advised that the previous Town Manager 
had a boat parked behind Town Hall that was used by the Town on certain occasions.  He 
stated that he too had offered to allow his motor home to be used as a command post if 
the weather necessitates that the Public Safety offices are unusable.  He advised that he 
would remove the motor home if the Town Commission requested him to do so.  He 
mentioned that for years, the residents have been permitted to park their motor homes 
behind the Town Hall as a courtesy.  Mayor Stamos reiterated that the problem is that the 
motor homes are parked on Boynton Beach property.  Comm O’Hare stated that if the 
Code does not allow it, the Code should be enforced. 
 
Brian King, 11 Tropical, stated that he had guests who visited in a RV.  He had received 
permission from the DPS to park it behind the Town Hall.  He stated that he thought that 
was a great asset from the Town to be able to accommodate him and that he was very 
grateful.   
 
Mayor Stamos stated that the government has to obey the Code of the Town. 
 
Comm Bridges commented that he thought it was a wonderful courtesy for the residents. 
 
Mr. La Flin commented that he did not have a problem with the parking of the motor 
homes for residents if they were only there on a temporary basis. 
 
 
Kathleen Christison, 17 Sailfish Lane, asked for an update on the beach renourishment 
project.  Mayor Stamos explained that the project has been stopped due to a dispute 
between the contractor and the County. 
 

10. DOT and the Inlet Bridge – Mayor Stamos 
 
Mayor Stamos stated that there had been a request from DOT to work on the bridge from 
7 AM to 7 PM, Monday through Friday where the code only allows work from 8AM to 6 
PM.  He stated that if they were permitted the extended hours and only worked Monday 
through Friday, the barge would not hinder the boat traffic on the weekends. 
 
Mrs. Klein commented that other contractors in Town would want to work extended 
hours also if this is permitted. 
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It was the consensus of the Town Commission to permit the extended working hours for 
DOT to work on the Inlet Bridge. 
 
X. Public Comment 
 
Mrs. Christison asked about the agenda item concerning the Ocean Ave. waterline and 
was told that it was discussed already. 
 
XI. Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 PM. 
 
 
 
       ___________________________ 
       Mayor Stamos 
 
 
       ___________________________ 
       Commissioner Aaskov 
 
 
       ___________________________ 
       Commissioner Bridges 
 
Attest By: 
       ___________________________ 
       Commissioner Kaleel 
________________________ 
Town Clerk 
       ___________________________ 
       Commissioner O’Hare 


