
Public Hearing and Regular Meeting of the Town Commission of the Town of Ocean 
Ridge held in the Town Hall on Monday, February 2, 1998, 7:00 P.M. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Stamos.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, roll 
call was answered by the following: 
 
  Commissioner Aaskov  Commissioner Bridges 
  Commissioner Kaleel   Commissioner O’Hare 
     Mayor Stamos 
 
IV. Public Hearing 

A. Application Submitted by Palm Beach County Facilities, 3323 
Belvedere Rd #503, West Palm Beach, FL  33406, requesting a 
variance from the provisions of Chapter 26; Land Development 
Code, Article II; District Regulations, Section 26-15; C 
Conservation District; Sub-Paragraph (b); Permitted Uses; Sub-
Paragraph (1) Pedestrian Trails and Article VII; Coastal 
Construction Code, Section 26-108; Coastal Construction and 
Excavation Setback Line; (A) Setback Line Established to permit 
construction of an approximate 6 ½’ X 112’ raised wood walkover 
from the top of the dune to beachside, construction of an 
approximate 3’8” X 330’ (meandering) sloping path consisting of 
timber and grouted sand, and also construction of approximate 6’ 
X 75’ wooden stairs over a portion of the sloping path which 
would be within 10’ and east of the Coastal Construction Setback 
Line (CCSL) and must obtain Town approval at 6565 N Ocean 
Blvd. (Hammock Park). 

 
Town Clerk Hancsak read the application request by title.  It was noted for the record that 
all fees had been paid and there was no additional correspondence. 
 
Tom Brunell, Landscape Architect for the Palm Beach County Parks Department, 
advised that the Hammock Park has been used for access to the beach causing the dune to 
be trampled down by this unsanctioned access.  He stated that they wanted to create a 
handicap access to the beach.  He explained that the Parks Dept. received opinions on 
two different designs from various environmental groups and they were submitting the 
most preferred design.   
 
Mr. Brunell explained that the walkover would be anchored only at the entrance.  He 
stated that all exotics will be removed and some saplings from the path area will be 
transplanted. 
 
Comm Aaskov questioned the amount of wood being used.  Mr. Brunell explained that 
since the walkover is being proposed on a sloping sight, more wood is needed to have it 
remain level.  Comm Aaskov questioned the need for the stairs through the hammock. 
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Comm Bridges advised that he felt the design was first class and only questioned the 
need of the stairs through the sloping path.  He added that he was in favor of the removal 
of the exotics in the area.  Mr. Brunell advised that the stairs were being placed over an 
existing trail where they believed people would continue to use even if stairs were not 
included.   
 
Comm O’Hare questioned what the timetable for the removal of the exotics would be.  
Daniel Bates, Department of Environmental Resources Management, explained that the 
removal would begin during construction.  He stated that they would like to begin 
removing the Brazilian Pepper before it begins to reproduce again.  He explained that the 
removal of the exotics would be completed within twelve months. 
 
Comm O’Hare suggested that the vegetation which was given to the Town by DOT on 
Ocean Ave. could possibly be used to fill in where the exotics are removed.  He 
suggested that additional plantings be installed closer to the street which would 
discourage motorists from parking near the entrance to the walkover.  Mr. Bates 
explained that the Parks Department nursery has Mastics, dune vines, and sea oats which 
can be used.  He added that the beach restoration project would also have additional 
plantings installed in that area. 
 
Mike Phillips, 6590 N Ocean Blvd., advised that he lived across from this property.  He 
advised that the residents of the complex in which he resides were in opposition to the 
park and the lot from the beginning.  He requested that the Commission use a more 
factual legal description for the advertisements, as the one for this property was very 
confusing.  He added that he has been told that roads from the Oceanfront Park would 
soon be encroaching on the Hammock Park.  The Commissioners and representatives 
from the County had no knowledge of the latter rumor. 
 
Mr. Phillips stated that since the parking lot across the street was installed, there has been 
an increase in the volume of music coming from the area, garbage, and number of 
vagrants.  He advised that the adjacent residents find this annoying and urged the Town 
Commission to consider what will happen when the traffic in the area increases. 
 
Mr. Brunell stated that garbage cans are placed in County parks and checked daily. 
 
Mayor Stamos advised that the Sheriff’s department monitors the gate and questioned if 
there would be any way that it could be more accessible by the Department of Public 
Safety.  He questioned if the Department of Public Safety monitors the lot.  Director 
Hillery advised that the lot has dual jurisdiction of both the Sheriff’s Dept. and the DPS. 
 
Kevin Lily, resident of Ocean Ridge, advised that he also lives near the Hammock Park 
and is concerned with the current conditions.  He stated that he has seen evidence 
suggesting that vagrants have been living in the Hammock areas. 
 
Betty Bingham, 1 Ocean Ave., questioned if the walkover could be made any smaller.  
She advised that this is the last regenerating, untouched hammock in the area.  She 
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suggested stiff fines for those who wander off the path and/or litter.  She added that there 
is no need for the path to be wide enough to accommodate a wheelchair as it would not 
be able to move on the sand anyway.  Mr. Brunell advised they have already reduced the 
width of the walkover. 
 
John Oliver, president of Green America, stated that his group was in favor of the project 
as presented by the County and read from a letter written to the County.  He advised that 
they favored leaving the north end of the hammock area untouched as proposed.  He 
thanked the representatives from the County who met with his group in November to 
explain and discuss their plan.  He added that he hoped this project would be used as a 
model for future projects. 
 
Comm Kaleel moved to approve the application with the amendment requiring the 
removal of the stairs as suggested by Comm Bridges, seconded by Comm Bridges. 
 
Comm Kaleel stated that the amendment would not only save the County some money, 
but would also be better for the environment. 
 
Atty Nicoletti advised the Town Commission that they were approving a permit and not a 
variance. 
 
Comm O’Hare advised that it was human nature to take the shortest route between two 
points stating that if the stairs were not included, people would still use the footpath.  Mr. 
Brunell advised that additional plantings would be installed on that path first to 
discourage use.  Comm Bridges advised that if people continue to use the footpath, the 
stairs could still be installed later. 
 
Roll call was made on Comm Kaleel’s motion. 
 
Motion carried – yea 5. 
 
V. Requests for Additions, Withdrawals, Deferrals, Arrangement of Items 
 
Comm Kaleel requested to add a discussion of the new high school being proposed in 
Boynton Beach under items by commissioners. 
 
Comm O’Hare requested to withdraw his items VIII C 2, 3, and 4 and to add a discussion 
of the Town’s computer system, bridge repairs, and submission of a petition of Old 
Ocean Blvd. as items VIII C 3, 4, and 5. 
 
Mayor Stamos requested to add a discussion on the Sheriff’s program of rebuilding 
vehicles as item VIII C 6. 
 
VI. Consent Agenda 

A. Minutes 
1. Regular Meeting of January 5, 1998 
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2. Special Meeting of January 20, 1998 
3. Special Meeting of January 27, 1998 

B. Reports 
1. Town Manager 

a. Coconut Lane Extension 
b. Response to Potential Change in Bridge Schedule 

2. Director of Public Safety 
a. Monthly Activity Report 

3. Town Clerk 
a. Appointment of Replacement Poll Worker 

C. Ocean Ridge Resolutions 
1. 98-03; Adopting Modified State Mutual Aid Compact 

Agreement 
2. 98-04; Establishing Policy Positions Concerning the 

Revision to the Florida Constitution for Consideration by 
the 1998 Constitution Revision Commission 

D. Correspondence 
1. Palm Beach County Municipal League, Inc. Resolution No. 

98-01; Expressing its Vigorous Opposition to House Bill 
3291 Which is Sometimes Cited as the 
“Telecommunications Rights-Of-Way Act” or any Similar 
Legislation Since Such Act or Regard to a Local 
Government’s Authority Over Its Public Rights-Of-Way as 
Well as its Authority Over the Telecommunications 
Providers Who May Wish to Utilize Same 

E. Announcements 
1. 1998 Municipal Election 

a. Date of Election is February 10, 1998 
b. One Commission Seat for Three Year Term 
c. Candidate Filing Dates are December 30, 1997 

though 3 PM January 21, 1998 
 
Atty Nicoletti advised that he had a correction to be made to the minutes of the January 
27, 1998 minutes.  He stated that page three should read that the Atty would not ask the 
Mayor to execute the settlement until the language is firmly established.  He advised that 
with this correction, the minutes could still remain as part of the consent agenda. 
 
Comm O’Hare moved to approve the consent agenda as amended by the Town Atty, 
seconded by Comm Aaskov. 
 
Motion carried – yea 5. 
 
VII. Public Requests 

A. Discuss East End Closure of Tropical Dr. – Felix Zajac, 9 Tropical 
Dr. (Postponed Item) 
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Mr. Zajac explained that the residents of Tropical Dr. are concerned with motorists 
speeding down their street on the way to the beach.  He stated that he has a petition 
signed by all the property owners on Tropical Dr. supporting the closure.  He advised that 
he was also submitting a letter from John Archambo, of BFI, stating his acceptance of the 
proposal.  He distributed a sketch which outlined the intent of the closure indicating that 
two removable poles would be placed at the east end of the street in which the removal of 
one pole would allow emergency access for vehicles, if needed. 
 
Mayor Stamos asked if any other residents of Tropical Dr. were present at the meeting. 
 
Brian King, 11 Tropical Dr., also expressed his concern over the speeding motorists using 
the street.  He stated that even those who reside on the street, but are not property owners, 
are also in favor of the closure. 
 
Gregory Van Vliet, 17 Tropical Dr., Chris Currie, 27 Tropical Dr., and Dagmar Hartung, 
1 Tropical Dr., also stated that they were in favor of the east end closure. 
 
Mayor Stamos requested that the Town Atty explain what the next step would be.  Atty 
Nicoletti explained that the Town’s only interest would be that of public access which has 
been addressed by the resident’s proposal.  He stated that a resolution could be added to 
the next regular Town Commission meeting’s agenda to facilitate this closure. 
 
Comm Bridges moved to accept the request and have the Town Atty submit a resolution 
to expedite the request, seconded by Comm Aaskov. 
 
Comm O’Hare advised that if the Town Atty did not see his statement as a conflict, he 
would like to state his support of the project.  Atty Nicoletti advised that he did not see 
any conflict of interest in this case. 
 
Roll call was made on Comm Bridges’ motion. 
 
Motion carried – yea 5. 
 

B. Request to Revise Approved Dune Trimming for McIntyre 
Residence at 5514 Old Ocean Blvd. – Bernard Turner, Landscape 
Architect 

 
Mr. Turner explained that the Town Commission had previously approved a walkover 
structure for the above property.  He advised that he had met with Comm Bridges at the 
sight and concluded that the Coconut Palms that were to be planted would do more harm 
than good as a result of the trucks destroying other vegetation to plant the trees.  He 
stated that he was before the Town Commission to determine if they felt the Coconut 
Palms were still necessary.  He explained that the front of the dune area is 8’ – 10’ of 
foliage and only the necessary foliage was cut when the walkover was installed. 
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Comm Aaskov concurred that the Coconut Palms would not be necessary.  Comm 
Bridges stated that when he looked at the area with Mr. Turner, he determined that it 
would be very difficult to plant the trees.  Comm O’Hare agreed advising that the 
McIntyres were not making this request to save money, but rather out of their concern for 
the dunes. 
 
Comm Aaskov moved to allow the removal of five Coconut Palms from the approved 
dune-trimming request, seconded by Comm Bridges. 
 
Motion carried – yea 5. 
 

C. Request to Discuss Access to the Beach at Corrine St. – Peter 
Bardach, 6017 Old Ocean Blvd. 

 
Mr. Bardach explained that during the ten years he has lived in Ocean Ridge, he has 
always had great access to the beach.  He advised that in recent months, fences were 
being erected around the crossovers that he and others in his neighborhood had used.  He 
advised that he was requesting a walkover be installed at the Corrine St. extension.  He 
added that many others were in favor of a Corrine St. walkover although they were not 
present at the meeting possibly due to the weather. 
 
Mayor Stamos advised that the Town Commission had previously discussed the issue of 
crossovers and their desire to reduce the number of crossovers being built on the dune.  
He suggested that the Town review this and their desire to have more public walkovers 
approved as opposed to private ones. 
 
Comm Kaleel asked where the nearest public access to Corrine St. was located.  Dan 
Dolan, 6060 N Ocean Blvd., replied that the nearest access would be either Anna St. or 
Porter St. 
 
Mr. Dolan advised that the installation of a public walkover would help the image of the 
Town which has previously been described as being unfriendly to those outside the limits 
of Ocean Ridge.  He stated that a public walkover would give access to everyone.   
 
Stephen Murray, 6009 Old Ocean Blvd., stated that the Planning and Zoning Commission 
(P&Z) is currently discussing the future uses of the Town’s rights-of-way and have 
discussed possible walkovers at either Corrine or Thompson.  He advised that the 
walkover at Anna St. is no farther than one minute’s walk.  He stated that the Corrine St. 
right-of-way is very heavily vegetated and he was concerned about security because he 
would not be able to see anyone on the walkover from his property which is only 8’ 
away.  He explained that Thompson St. has an existing footpath which could be used.  He 
added that a walkover at Corrine St. would be very steep. 
 
Comm Kaleel suggested that since the issue of the future use of the rights-of-way had 
been given to the P&Z, the Town Commission should not make any decision regarding 
them until the P&Z has given their opinion.   
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Mr. Bardach advised that he believed Mr. Murray’s argument to be ridiculous.  He 
explained that Mr. Murray had just spent thousands of dollars on his own walkdown 
structure and now wanted his neighbors to walk down to Anna St. to gain access to the 
beach. 
 
Eva Forsyth, 6015 Old Ocean Blvd., advised that when she purchased her property, she 
beautified the dune area which was very overgrown.  She advised that people were 
continually trespassing on her walkover and she finally had to close it off to stop the 
neighbors from using it. 
 
Ms. Bingham suggested that the residents attend the P&Z meetings to offer their 
opinions. 
 
Comm Kaleel moved to defer the issue until the Town Commission received direction 
from the P&Z, seconded by Comm Aaskov. 
 
Motion carried – yea 5. 
 

D. Status of Banana Boat/Boynton Beach Noise Problem – George 
Bierlin, 26 Hudson Ave. 

 
Mr. Bierlin questioned what the current status was on the issue.  Atty Nicoletti advised 
that Boynton Beach had scheduled readings to be taken the previous day although he did 
not know if that was done due to the weather.  He asked Mr. Bierlin if he heard noise 
from the Banana  Boat the previous day.  Mr. Bierlin stated that it was not too loud 
adding that he would be satisfied if it continued at that level. 
 
Mr. Bierlin asked Atty Nicoletti if he had received the letter from Boynton Beach dated 
January 31, 1998.  Atty Nicoletti explained that the letter included the intent of the 
owners of the Banana Boat to install screening around the porch area and hire a new, 
quieter band.  Mr. Bierlin advised that the letter also indicated that readings were taken 
the two weekends prior to January 13, 1998 which were found to be within acceptable 
levels.  He stated that he had taken a reading from inside his home on one of those 
weekends where the decibel level was found to be at 68 and 69 compared to the legal 
limit of 50 for that time of night.  He questioned how Boynton Beach could be receiving 
acceptable readings.  Atty Nicoletti explained that he would first have to question who 
calibrated each of the machines used for testing.  He added that Mr. Blasey, Code 
Enforcement Director for the City of Boynton Beach assured him, that testing would 
continue on this issue. 
 
Mr. Bierlin advised that he believed credence was not given to the Town’s stand until 
additional complaints were received from Coastal Towers and Sterling Village in 
Boynton Beach.  Mayor Stamos concurred and suggested that an outside agency be hired 
by the Town to have tests done which can be compared with those taken by Boynton 
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Beach.  Mr. Bierlin advised that he was not requesting additional testing by the Town as 
the noise level has decreased to an acceptable level for him.   
 
Mr. Bierlin suggested that a “Thank You” be sent to Coastal Towers and Sterling Village 
for their help in bringing the situation to the attention of Boynton Beach officials and 
made suggestions as to what the letter might contain.  Comm Kaleel advised that the 
letter should not include any type of quid pro quo as Mr. Bierlin suggested. 
 
The Town Commission concurred that the Town Clerk would draft such a letter for the 
Mayor’s signature. 
 
VIII. Commission Action 

A. Ordinances 
1. No 505; Amending Chapter 26 of the Code of Ordinances 

of the Town of Ocean Ridge (Land Development Code) by 
Adding a New Article XVII Entitled Telecommunications; 
Providing Definitions; Providing for Permitted Locations; 
Providing for Permitted Uses, Accessory Uses, and Special 
Exception Uses; Providing for Permits and Lease 
Agreements; Providing for a Penalty for a Violation Hereof 
(1st Reading) 

 
Town Clerk Hancsak read Ordinance No. 505 by title only.   
 
Atty Nicoletti advised that he was submitting a comprehensive telecommunications and 
tower ordinance.  He stated that the County had done studies on this issue and the 
ordinance takes into account the findings of that study.  He stated that the ordinance 
strongly encourages the use of a tower on public property to be the first choice for 
antennas installed in Town and also provides for requirements on separation between 
towers.  He added that the likelihood of any antennae or tower being placed in Ocean 
Ridge is small, as the circular signal would be half lost over the Ocean.  He concluded 
that there is one already at the corner of Boynton Beach Blvd. and Federal Highway 
which would probably service Ocean Ridge on its own. 
 
Comm Aaskov moved to approve Ordinance No. 505, seconded by Comm O’Hare. 
 
Comm O’Hare questioned where towers would be placed in Town if needed.  Atty 
Nicoletti explained that the primary location would be the Town Hall with another 
possibility being the public ownership area near Beachway.  He added that consideration 
would also have to be given in its proximity to residential area when choosing a location.  
Comm O’Hare suggested that the Town Commission consider allowing rental space on 
the Town Hall for this purpose in the future. 
 
Roll call was made on Comm Aaskov’s motion. 
 
Motion carried – yea 5. 
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B. Resolutions 

1. No. 98-05; Requesting that the Board of the Palm Beach 
District Schools Withhold Action on Divesting Palm Beach 
County District Schools from the Responsibility for Post-
Secondary Education and Vocational Training Programs 
Until All Necessary Agencies Have Ample Time to Review 
Same 

 
Town Clerk Hancsak read Resolution No. 98-05 by title only. 
 
Comm Kaleel moved to adopt Resolution No. 98-05, seconded by Comm O’Hare. 
 
Mayor Stamos stated that he wished to give his opinion on the resolution.  He explained 
that there are plans to close the technical schools and place those students and classes in 
the junior colleges with the addition of a requirement of management classes.  He stated 
that he felt this was a disservice to those in the junior college and that everyone should 
try to learn more on this issue.  He added that the vocational schools need to be protected 
and he was in favor of keeping the schools open. 
 
Roll call was made on Comm Kaleel’s motion. 
 
Motion carried – yea 5. 
 

C. Items by Commissioners 
1. Discuss Planning Session Meeting Date – Comm Kaleel 

 
Comm Kaleel advised that the Town Commission had approved his idea for a daylong 
meeting to discuss the future plans for the Town.  He stated that he has been considering 
people who may want to assist with the discussions.  He advised that he would like an 
idea as to a meeting date and the approval of funds for those who will be helping to 
promote and facilitate the event. 
 
The consensus of the Town Commission was that the meeting would be in June. 
 
Comm Kaleel stated that he would bring an estimate of the cost to the Commission.  He 
questioned if a limit of twenty-five people would be acceptable. 
 
Mr. Phillips advised that any planning session should include the opinions of the part-
time residents and requested that they also be solicited for participation.   
 
Comm O’Hare advised that he was in favor of including representatives from the Town 
for the meeting.  He suggested that the residents be asked to make donations to help 
defray the cost.  Comm Kaleel disagreed with this suggestion, as he did not feel money 
should be an issue in this session.   
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Comm O’Hare suggested that the Town Commission set a deadline for interested 
residents to express their interest and decide on a method of choosing those who will 
attend. 
 
Mayor Stamos suggested that Comm Kaleel and Town Clerk Hancsak agree upon a 
method for the selection of the residents. 
 

2. Discuss new High School in Boynton Beach – Comm 
Kaleel 

 
Comm Kaleel advised that he was invited to participate in the discussion with Boynton 
Beach involving the new high school.  He stated that he believed it would be in the best 
interest of the Town to show some interest in this as it will be a benefit to the residents of 
the Town.   
 
Mayor Stamos asked who would be doing the planning and design of the school to which 
Comm Kaleel advised that it would be done in-house at the school board. 
 
There was no other discussion on this item. 
 

3. Discuss Computer System – Comm O’Hare 
 
Comm O’Hare stated that a company was chosen by the Town Commission to provide 
the computer system for the Town on August 21, 1997.  He advised that the vendor had 
promised that the computer system would be up and running within four weeks and this 
was not done.  He questioned whether the system was 100% operational at this point.  
Town Manager Lanker explained that the system is approximately 85% - 95% 
operational as some of the printers are not installed.  He advised that Waldec had 
problems installing the software as outlined in the original plan.  He stated that the cost of 
installation had run almost four times as much as they had agreed to in the bid.  He 
explained that payment for the system has been withheld from Waldec until the time 
when the system is found to be operating satisfactorily. 
 
Comm O’Hare stated that he would like explanations from the Town Manager when 
deadlines set by the Town Commission are missed. 
 

4. Inlet Cay and Sabal Island Bridge Repair – Comm O’Hare 
 
Comm O’Hare advised that although the Town had a good engineer for the bridge 
project, the bridge is cracking at the road deck.  He remarked that he originally thought 
the Town had a great supervisor in the Town Manager.  He suggested that control joints 
should have been installed.  He questioned what action the Town would take now to 
correct the situation or if they would wait until the asphalt begins to peel before taking 
any action. 
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Town Manager Lanker explained that what Comm O’Hare is describing is typical of all 
bridges recently built in Palm Beach County.  He advised that the County is 
experimenting with saw cutting as a way to correct the problem.  He reiterated that what 
is happening to the Town’s bridges is no different than what is happening to other bridges 
in Palm Beach County. 
 
Comm Bridges advised that the shrinkage, which is actually due to settlement, is normal.  
He explained that installing a control joint would cause the crack to appear elsewhere in 
the bridge and saw cutting would put holes in the asphalt.   
 
Comm O’Hare remarked that he felt comfortable now that he had Comm Bridges’ 
guarantee adding that the Town will not need to worry now. 
 
Mayor Stamos asked Town Manager Lanker to explain the joint being used by the 
County.  Town Manager Lanker stated that the County is currently experimenting with a 
control joint, but does not have any results yet.  He added that if the control joint is found 
to be something that will work for the Town’s bridges, it might be done in-house. 
 
The Town Commission did not take any action at this time. 
 

5. Old Ocean Blvd. Petition – Comm O’Hare 
 
Comm O’Hare stated that he had been informed of several residents’ concerns on the 
conflict between vehicles and pedestrians on Old Ocean Blvd.  Mayor Stamos asked how 
many residents on Old Ocean Blvd. were in favor of restrictions.  Comm O’Hare replied 
that he did not know and moved that the petition be forwarded to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission for their consideration, seconded by Comm Bridges. 
 
Town Clerk Hancsak read the petition for the record.  The petition included suggestions 
for Old Ocean Blvd. between Thompson and Corrine.  The suggestions were to suspend 
all motor traffic, suspend motor traffic in one direction, or implement high speed bumps.  
The petition contained thirty signatures. 
 
Mr. Currie advised that he has used Old Ocean Blvd. for the twenty-five years that he has 
lived in Ocean Ridge and has never felt threatened by any vehicles.  He stated that he 
would not be in favor of any changes being made. 
 
Mayor Stamos stated that he would like to know the feelings of the majority of owners on 
Old Ocean Blvd.  Comm Bridges advised that the Town Commission would need to 
know the feelings of all those who use Old Ocean Blvd. as opposed to just those who live 
on it. 
 
Roll call was made on Comm O’Hare’s motion. 
 
Motion carried – yea 5. 
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6. Sheriff’s Program of Rebuilding Vehicles - Mayor Stamos 
 
Mayor Stamos advised that Sheriff Nuemann has started a program where the engines 
and drive trains from older patrol vehicles are replaced as opposed to replacing the 
vehicle itself.  He suggested that Director Hillery investigate whether this could be an 
option for the Town provided it did not decrease the quality of service. 
 
 
Mayor Stamos asked for an update on the defibrillators.  Director Hillery advised that an 
officer just had one down on the beach.  A tugboat trying to pull the dredging boat back 
to shore had been pushed by the weather back on the beach.  He stated that one of the 
men on the boat was complaining of chest pains, but defibrillating was not found to be 
necessary.  He advised that earlier in the week, one of the officers had it placed on a 
resident, but again it was not needed. 
 
 
Comm Kaleel questioned if Boynton Beach had been asked to park a unit on the Town’s 
side of the Intracoastal now that the Ocean Ave. bridge is closed.  Director Hillery stated 
that when there is a problem with the Woolbright bridge, a unit is placed in Ocean Ridge. 
 
IX. Public Comment 
 
Jerry Lower, 2 Harbour Dr. N, apologized for not contacting Town Hall to be placed on 
the agenda.  He advised that he was pleased to hear the residents desire to enhance the 
look of the Town.  He stated that the Beautification Task Force wants to start a planting 
program to place canopy trees along A1A.  He explained that they would be located in 
such a way that removal would not be necessary if the roadway were widened in the 
future.  He added that they planned to use a variety of species so that a single disease 
such as Dutch Elm or Lethal Yellowing could not wipe them all out. 
 
Mayor Stamos asked if Mr. Lower knew of the status of the landscape code.  Mr. Lower 
replied that he knew that the Planning and Zoning Commission was still considering it 
and that he believed the Task Force plans conform to the code being proposed. 
 
Mr. Lower also advised that at the December Light the Lights gathering, an informal poll 
was taken for a sign to replace those currently on Old Ocean Blvd.  He advised that he 
would bring in a prototype of the most popular design submitted to the next regular Town 
Commission meeting. 
 
Earl Jones, 14 Sailfish Lane, questioned how a resident would suggest ideas for 
ordinances.  He suggested that an ordinance be introduced that would limit the 
expenditure of Town funds to only the regular Town Commission meetings.  He 
explained that he did not think Town funds should be spent at Special meetings.  He also 
suggested that an ordinance be introduced that would allow the public to remove items 
from the consent agenda for discussion. 
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Mayor Stamos explained that in most cases, expenditures are discussed at more than one 
meeting so the residents have more than one opportunity to discuss it.   
 
Mr. Jones stated that the advertisement for the Special meeting does not give a 
description of what will be discussed where the Board of Adjustment advertisements give 
very specific descriptions. 
 
Atty Nicoletti explained that deadlines have to be met regarding certain stages of 
litigation.  Mr. Jones questioned that if there had been an ordinance in effect that funds 
could only be approved at regular meetings, if deadlines could have been changed.  Atty 
Nicoletti advised that he did not know if he would have been able to wait until the next 
regular meeting for the settlement unless he knew months in advance to schedule. 
 
Atty Nicoletti explained that to get an ordinance introduced, Mr. Jones would have to 
propose it and get the support of one of the Commissioners. 
 
Mayor Stamos asked Atty Nicoletti to explain the settlement approved at the meeting of 
January 27, 1998.  Atty Nicoletti stated that the Town was looking at a potential cost of 
$300,000 to try the lawsuit versus a smaller cost to settle.  He advised that he did believe 
the Town was right in this issue and that although it may not be fair that the Town had to 
pay part of the settlement, he felt it was the best course of action for the Town. 
 
Mr. Jones reiterated his concern that the Town Commission expended funds without the 
knowledge of the public.  Comms Kaleel, Aaskov, and Bridges stated that they would 
support his suggestion for an ordinance limiting expenditures to only regular Town 
Commission meetings. 
 
Regarding the discussion of items on the consent agenda, Atty Nicoletti commented that 
the current agenda is difficult to follow and he would support it being reformatted to 
allow public requests.  He added that some municipalities have a copy of the agenda 
packet available to the public before the meetings.  Town Clerk Hancsak advised that the 
Town Manager’s copy of the agenda has always been available before the meetings.   
 
Comm Kaleel advised that the Town Commission needs to establish a more effective way 
to handle the meetings to help move them along.  He stated that discussing the consent 
agenda defeats the purpose and once an item is questioned, it should be removed for 
discussion.   
 
 
Mr. Van Vliet stated that he owns the property directly west of Emmett Pace’s property 
on Tropical Dr.  He read from the January 27, 1998 minutes previously adopted by the 
Town Commission, which stated that Joan Beck, a resident of the Town, requested that 
the Town Commission not vote on the settlement at that time.  He stated that he felt a 
decision should not have been made without all of the Commissioners present (Comm 
Kaleel was absent with notice from the meeting).  He advised that he felt damaged, too, 
by his loss of view as a result of the modifications at 21 Tropical Dr. He questioned why 
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the Town Commission would make a decision for economic reasons as opposed to 
standing on principle.  He concluded that he and many of the residents present at the 
meeting, question the intent of use of the second story. 
 
Town Manager Lanker stated that the property is permitted to have a second story storage 
area.  It is not to be used for living space.  He explained that the permit was approved as 
storage area only.  He added that should it be discovered that the area was used 
differently, code enforcement action would take place.   
 
Mr. Van Vliet explained that the second story has dormer windows and is accessed by a 
set of permanent stairs.  Comm O’Hare advised that access is by an affixed ladder.  Mr. 
Van Vliet questioned if the ladder was permanent to which Comm O’Hare replied that it 
could not be removed. 
 
Mr. Van Vliet suggested that the vote approving the settlement be revoked and brought 
before the public to explain how their tax money is spent.  He added that he believed Mr. 
Pace has not agreed to the settlement yet. 
 
Mr. Van Vliet requested that Comm O’Hare resign for all of the above reasons.  He 
added that he felt Comm O’Hare should have paid closer attention to the Town codes and 
the residents have been damaged by the vote of settlement.  He concluded that he did not 
believe the issue is resolved by the settlement to Mr. Pace. 
 
Mayor Stamos commented that he appreciated Mr. Van Vliet’s concern and detail.  He 
stated that he was elected to help protect the finances of the Town.  He explained that the 
Town could have tried the suit, but even if the Town had won, it could have cost much 
more.  He explained that all the Commissioners had discussed the settlement at length 
along with other problems and future liabilities.  He explained that this situation is not 
unique as there are other buildings in Town which do not comply with the Town code, 
but have been approved.  He concluded that he did what he thought was best for the 
Town financially, as $35,000 is vastly less than the potential cost.   
 
Comm O’Hare requested to respond to the comments and request of resignation from Mr. 
Van Vliet.  He advised that he and his wife have been consumed by this situation for over 
a year.  He asked Atty Nicoletti if there was anything that he or his wife had done that 
violated Town codes in applying for permits.  Atty Nicoletti stated that he was not aware 
of any violations and Comm O’Hare thanked him for the strong endorsement.  Comm 
O’Hare explained that when they purchased the building, it was the worst building in 
Ocean Ridge with unsafe electricity, a leaking roof, and septic tank problems.  He stated 
that he and his wife saw this building as an opportunity for improvement.  He advised 
that in their due diligence, they had been assured that they would be able to make the 
improvements that they wanted.  He added that he never would have purchased the 
property if he had known that it would cost them $25,000 due to mistakes made by the 
building official.  He commented that after a discussion involving all the parties in the 
lawsuit, Atty Nicoletti advised Town Manager Lanker to take all similar permits before 
the Board of Adjustment.  A few months later, continued Comm O’Hare, a similar type 
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of permit was approved by Town Manager Lanker which was not brought before the 
Board of Adjustment.  He concluded that he would like to thank everyone who supported 
him and his wife through these tough times.  
 
Mr. Van Vliet encouraged everyone to look at the design of the pitched roof.  He 
reiterated other residents’ concerns regarding the possible intended use.   
 
Mr. Van Vliet advised that he had a letter in his possession from George Manuel, 20 
Tropical Dr., regarding Comm O’Hare.  The letter states that Mr. Manuel is requesting 
the resignation of Comm O’Hare because of the “continuing conflict of interest between 
Town resident’s real estate and real estate he owns.”  He also offers his opinion regarding 
the settlement advising that he believes Comm Kaleel’s vote needs to be taken into 
consideration.  He adds that the settlement produces winners out of Mr. Pace who does 
not have to pay any fees as he receives $85,000, Comm O’Hare who only pays a nominal 
amount to keep his roof, and Town officials who do not have to look bad by forcing the 
removal of the roof and produces losers only out of the Ocean Ridge taxpayers who fund 
the settlement. 
 
Mr. Currie advised that although he has kept a low profile up to this point, he now feels 
he must step forward.  He summarized that the issue deals with matters of appearances 
adding that he would expect people in a position of power to go to extreme measures to 
avoid even the appearance of impropriety.  He commented that in the past year, he feels 
the impropriety has been “rammed down the throats” of the neighbors on Tropical Dr.   
 
Mr. Currie explained that he had previously appeared before the Town Commission for 
approval for improvements that he wanted to make to his property.  He commented that 
he had to “jump through hoops” in order to receive approval including obtaining state 
approval which required a meeting in Orlando.  He stated that he found it all a very 
harrowing experience.   
 
Mr. Currie stated that at the January 1997 meeting involving the appeal by Mr. Pace, he 
did not voice his concerns as he felt assured by the Town that the space created by the 
O’Hare’s improvements would only involve non-habitable, storage space.  He advised 
that he was very concerned because this property is very crowded with eight units and 
has had previous problems with the septic system.  He commented that he had declined 
the opportunity to purchase the property, as he did not believe that he would be permitted 
to make the necessary improvements.   
 
Mr. Currie advised that as of June 1997, the attic space had not been enclosed, closets 
had been installed, and ceiling fans had been placed where the enclosing wall should 
have been.  He stated that he relayed these concerns and the addition of paving stones 
placed in the courtyard areas to Comm Bridges and Palm Beach County.  He stated that 
Palm Beach County could not reply to his concerns as they were not aware of the pavers 
and the increase in density caused by the attic not being enclosed.  He also asked the 
County for a copy of the permit filed by the O’Hare’s to modify the drain field and was 
informed that no permit had been applied for.  He explained that only after he involved 
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the County were the ceiling fans removed and the attic enclosed.  He added that he does 
not believe the space was closed with any permanence.   
 
Mr. Currie commented that he believed the whole situation “stinks” adding that he does 
not know what the answers are to correct the problem.  He stated that he believes that Mr. 
Pace and Mr. Van Vliet have been damaged by the situation and that he will be damaged 
when and if the sewage bubbles up through the road because the property can not handle 
eight units.   
 
Mr. Currie stated that as a result of the newspaper articles he has read regarding the 
special meetings of the Town Commission, he would agree with Mr. Jones’ request to 
limit expenditures to only regular Town Commission meetings.   
 
Mr. Currie concluded that at the January 30, 1998, the Mayor and Comm O’Hare 
requested the resignation of Town Manager Lanker partly because of this situation.  He 
stated that he believed there was more culpability on the part of Comm O’Hare.  He 
added that he felt the resignation of Comm O’Hare would be more appropriate because 
Comm O’Hare’s shoddy performance reflects badly on the Town.  He stated that he 
expected an apology from Comm O’ Hare to him and his wife due to the inappropriate 
language used by Comm O’Hare during a previous meeting on his property. 
 
Mr. Currie stated that he supported Mr. Van Vliet’s request for the resignation of Comm 
O’Hare adding that he would answer any questions from the public or Town 
Commission. 
 
In response to Mr. Currie’s remarks, Comm O’Hare advised that he had received a permit 
for pavers from the Town.  He stated that when Mr. Currie contacted the Health 
Department, he was forced to remove half of the pavers at a cost of $4,000.  He advised 
that since 1950, the property has had eight units on it and questioned why now that a 
Commissioner owns it, is that number of units no longer reasonable.   
 
Comm O’Hare stated that when Mr. Currie made changes to his property eleven years 
ago, the codes were the same as when he made his changes.  He explained that their 
properties were similar in that they were grandfathered non-conforming structures.  He 
stated that his modifications expanded a vaulted ceiling.  He stated that Mr. Currie’s 
modifications added square footage, second story living space, and living space within 
the setback area.  Mr. Currie advised that the living space added did not encroach within 
the setback.  Comm O’Hare advised that he had reviewed the microfilm plans on the 
project which showed that Mr. Currie is incorrect.  Mr. Currie explained that only kitchen 
cabinets and alcove space extended into the setback area.  Comm O’Hare asked Mr. 
Currie if he added living space to a non-conforming structure to which Mr. Currie replied 
that he had after satisfying all State and County requirements. 
 
Comm O’Hare advised that Mr. Currie’s improvements set a precedent which have been 
used on dozens of other building permits.  He questioned why it would not apply to him 
as well.  Mr. Currie reiterated his concern that there was not sufficient square footage on 
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the property for eight units.  Comm O’Hare asked if after the investigation by the County 
Health Department, they told Mr. Currie that the septic was not a problem and that they 
had no recommended changes to which Mr. Currie replied that they had. 
 
Mr. Currie questioned if Comm O’Hare had any permits for the work that he had done on 
his drain field.  Comm O’Hare stated that he did not do any work to the drain field 
remarking that he had no doubt that Mr. Currie would produce pictures of any work that 
he thought was done wrong.  Mr. Currie and Mr. Van Vliet both advised that they 
witnessed work being done to the drain field. 
 
Comm O’Hare questioned why Mr. Van Vliet waited so long to introduce any of these 
accusations if he, in fact, had been doing so many things wrong.  Mr. Van Vliet advised 
that he felt that the litigation already involving this issue would reveal these other 
violations.  He added that he did not bring a lawsuit because he did not want to appear as 
if he were chasing money. 
 
Mr. Currie commented that he felt if he had brought the same building permit to the 
Town as Comm O’Hare, he would have been denied.  He reiterated that Comm O’Hare 
should have thought at the outset of his project how to avoid the appearance of any 
impropriety.  Comm O'Hare questioned how Mr. Currie could make accusations 
regarding his property when he has code violations on his own.  He explained that Mr. 
Currie’s plans call for the storage shed, which has a hot tarpaper roof, to be removed.  
Mr. Currie stated that he is only indicating violations which may effect the health of his 
tenants and himself.  He stated that he does not know how he will deal with future 
situations regarding Comm O’Hare’s property as he does not feel he would be dealing 
with a rational property owner, but one who yells obscenities at his wife and himself.  He 
concluded that he would have to present all his future concerns directly to Town Manager 
Lanker. 
 
Bruce Gimmy, 12 Ocean Ave., advised that he agreed with Mr. Jones’ suggestion 
regarding Town expenditures adding that he was upset over the article in the Palm Beach 
Post.  He stated that he felt the public should have been informed and given all of the 
alternatives.   
 
Mr. Jones advised that he has had numerous discussions with Town Manager Lanker 
regarding this issue over the past year and is concerned because Mr. Lanker’s job has 
been threatened at this and previous meetings.  He stated that the original plans submitted 
did not include a wall in the loft area and were finally added by Town Manager Lanker.  
He commented that dormer windows make the building look very nice, but questioned 
why someone would create such an additional expense for crank out windows in non-
living space.  He stated that outlets were installed that Town Manager Lanker made 
Comm O’Hare remove.  He added it was unusual to install cabinets in an area which 
would not be used as living space.  He also commented that the walls in the attic were not 
installed until after the rest of the wallboard had been installed.  He stated that he knew a 
permit would be needed for any work done on the septic and that Comm O’Hare, who 
works in the building industry and should also have that knowledge, proceeded without a 
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permit.  He concluded that as a result of all of the above reasons, he is convinced that 
there was never an intent on the part of Comm O’Hare for the new space created by the 
pitched roof to be used solely for storage.  He commented that he felt if they were 
allowed to look into these rental units at that moment, one or more would be found to 
have the loft area being used as living space. 
 
Comm Bridges advised that he is the Commissioner who voted against the settlement at 
the January 27th meeting.  He stated that he believes that the Town did not violate any 
codes if they approved adding to a non-conformity with storage space.  He added that 
there was no living space added within the fifteen-foot setback of Mr. Currie’s property.  
Comm O’Hare reiterated that he believed Mr. Currie did add living space within the 
setback.  
 
Comm Bridges stated that he did not believe anyone should be denied an addition to a 
non-conformity as long as it conforms to the code.  He reiterated that he believed there 
was no fault on the part of the Town.  He advised that the Mayor has ripped the Town 
Commission apart because of this situation.  He stated that he has always believed it was 
the intent of Comm O’Hare to use the attic as living space indicating many of the same 
reasons as Mr. Jones including that a 12:12 pitch roof is unusual when only adding 
storage area.   
 
Comm Bridges then advised that he has given pictures to Director Hillery which show the 
loft area of one of the units being used as living space by showing a bed placed in it. 
 
After requests to show the pictures to the public and Town Commission, Director Hillery 
asked Atty Nicoletti if he should produce the pictures if they may possibly be involved in 
a case.  Atty Nicoletti advised that they should not be shown if they will be part of a DPS 
investigation. 
 
Comm O’Hare questioned how Comm Bridges got the pictures inside his building.  
Comm Bridges stated that they were given to him by a resident adding that he would not 
specify whom. 
 
Comm O’Hare stated that he would like Town Manager Lanker to retrieve the microfilm 
of Mr. Currie’s improvements to prove that there are violations on Mr. Currie’s property.  
He stated that he felt this would have a bearing on his situation as he is being accused of 
violations which are being committed by Mr. Currie. 
 
Mayor Stamos advised that it was good for the Town Commission to hear all of these 
views and reiterated that they had talked about the settlement at length and made their 
decision on an economic basis.   
 
Comm Bridges reiterated that due to the amount of money spent on the accessories and to 
the addition, he believed the intent was always to use the newly created space as living 
area.  He added that he did not feel the Town should be liable.  He commented that the 
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attacks on Town Manager Lanker by Comm O’Hare were unfair adding that some of the 
Commission is rotten, in his opinion. 
 
Comm O’Hare advised that he would like a response to his request to produce the 
microfilm of the improvements done by Mr. Currie.  There was no response from the 
Mayor or the other Commissioners. 
 
Mayor Stamos advised the public that the Town Commission has made their decision and 
any reversal must be presented to the Town Commission in the proper manner.   
 
Mayor Stamos adjourned the meeting at 10:10 PM. 
 
 
 
   
       ___________________________ 
       Mayor Stamos 
 
 
       ___________________________ 
       Commissioner Aaskov 
 
 
       ___________________________ 
       Commissioner Bridges 
 
 
       ___________________________ 
       Commissioner Kaleel 
Attest By: 
 
       ___________________________ 
       Commissioner O’Hare 
________________________ 
Town Clerk 
 


