
 TOWN COMMISSION MINUTES 
 APRIL 4, 2016 

 
Minutes of the Regular Town Commission Meeting of the Town of Ocean Ridge held on Monday, April 4, 
2016, at 6:00 PM in the Town Hall Commission Chambers. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Pugh at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Town Clerk Stevens led the roll call, which was answered by the following: 
   

  Commissioner Aaskov   Commissioner Bonfiglio 
  Commissioner Coz   Commissioner Lucibella 
     Mayor Pugh 
   

Mayor Pugh led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ANNOUNCE ELECTION RESULTS & SWEAR IN NEW TOWN COMMISSIONER 
 
Town Clerk Stevens read the election results into the record: 
 
The Town Clerk Stevens received the Official Election Results for the March 15, 2016 Municipal 
Election on Wednesday, March 23, 2016.  The results are as follows: 
 
Total Number of Registered Voters: 1,489 
 
Total Ballots Cast:  830 
 
Total Under Votes:  26 
 
Turnout:  55.74% 
 
Results 

 
Lynn Allison received 359 votes, which is 44.65% of the total votes cast. 
Stephen Coz received 445 votes, which is 55.35% of the total votes cast. 
 
The Palm Beach County Supervisor of Elections certified the Town of Ocean Ridge Municipal Election 
results on March 21, 2016. 
 
Town Clerk Stevens swore in newly elected Town Commissioner Stephen Coz. 
 
ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, MODIFICATIONS, AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
There were no changes to the printed agenda. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
1. Minutes of the Regular Town Commission Meeting of March 7, 2016. 

  
Commissioner Bonfiglio moved to approve the Agenda and Consent Agenda; seconded by Commissioner 
Aaskov.  Motion Carried 5-0. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PROCLAMATIONS 

Mayor Pugh read the announcements for the public: 
2. Proclamation Declaring Week of April 10-16, 2016 as “National Public Safety Telecommunicators 

Week”. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 

  
Gerry McGruder, 9 Ridge Blvd, mentioned that lightning hit a transformer near her home during a severe 
storm last week which caused it to explode, and all homes on the South side of Ridge Blvd sustained 
tremendous damage due to a power surge.  She asked the Commission to look into burying the power lines 
due to access issues to the transformer by Florida Power & Light.  She also asked the Commission to fix 
the drainage problems with the detention pond, and perform routine maintenance on the pond. 
 
Dr. Wegee, Sabal Island Drive, congratulated newly elected Commissioner Coz, and noted that the wooden 
fence by the barricade near the inlet obstructs the ocean view.  He suggested placing a sign there, and Police 
Chief Hutchins responded that there is a sign there already which directs people to the public access portion 
of the County Park, but people ignore the sign.  Because of the over-use of that area, the dune is 
deteriorating, so the County has decided to place that fence instead of the chain fence that existed in the 
past.  Dr. Wegee also mentioned that we have depleted the Koi pond fund, and due to the current 
malfunction in the circulatory system, he had to write a check for $684 for repairs, so he would like to begin 
a fundraising program.  He thanked several Commissioners who have been generous with donations to the 
fund.  Mayor Pugh suggested placing an item in the Town budget for monthly maintenance of the pond, as 
it is part of Town Hall. Commissioner Bonfiglio asked to add an item to the agenda next month to reimburse 
Dr. Wegee in an amount not to exceed $1,000 to maintain the Koi pond until we can include the 
maintenance expenditures into the budget.  Commissioner Lucibella stated that the money for the pump 
should come out of the budget.  He also mentioned that unless Dr. Wegee is exhausted from the hours of 
work on this and the fundraising, he thought that having this funded voluntarily amongst the Town is a sign 
of solidarity in the Town, and if we can continue other than for major repairs such as the pump, he would 
like to help with the fundraising efforts.  Mayor Pugh mentioned that Dr. Wegee has maintained the pond 
by himself many times, and there is a safety concern with that.  He prefers having a company come in to 
maintain the pond. 
 
Cheryl Olanoff, 566 David Lane, stated that she would like to address the flooding issue in the pond.  She 
thanked Town Engineer Lisa Tropepe and everyone that was involved with the pond because she would 
have been flooded out many times this year.  She stated her house was worthless at one point, and now it is 
livable and she appreciates that.  She stated it was her understanding that the water drains into the pond, 
and then it is pumped into the Intracoastal, so perhaps the pump is not working.  Mayor Pugh stated that 
the water actually goes into the pond, and then when it gets to a certain point, it flows out into the 
Intracoastal; there is no pump.  There are pumps that pump water from Tropical Drive into the pond.  Town 
Manager Titcomb stated there is a passive outflow there.  Ms. Olanoff mentioned that she is very grateful 
for the pond because it has saved her house many times this year. 
 
Terry Brown, Harbour Drive South, congratulated newly elected Commissioner Coz, and stated that the 
results of the local elections may be more significant in Boynton Beach, as we have a financial relationship 
with them in so many areas such as water use and fire and emergency services.  Mr. Brown suggests that 
our Town Officials make friends with Boynton Beach Officials so we do not have an adversarial 
relationship with them.  He also mentioned that comments were made at the end of the last meeting as a 
rebuttal to an editorial in a local community newspaper.  He stated that the comments in that editorial were 
not made in a vacuum, and perhaps the Commission is not aware of the perception that occurs with people 
in the community.  He stated the Town is split, but he believes the Commission should be reflective on 
what people perceive. 
 
Nancy Hogan, 37 Hibiscus Way, stated that the Ridge project has created issues for many people.  She also 
mentioned again that it is impossible to see at night when travelling from the North end of A1A and taking 
a left hand turn onto Ridge.  Ms. Hogan made a complaint about the hedges in that area and asked why they 
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have not been cut back.  She also reiterated what Mr. Brown said about the relationship between the 
Officials of Ocean Ridge and Boynton Beach. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS  

None Scheduled. 
 
REGULAR AGENDA 

 
REPORTS 

3. Town Manager 
Town Manager Titcomb submitted a written report in the meeting package, and reported on the following: 
 
Town Manager Titcomb thanked staff for all their hard work during the recent Records Management Day.  
All Town records are now under one roof, and we are making tremendous headway on this huge process.  
At the direction of the Commission, we are working on speaking with vendors about digitizing Town 
records to improve customer service. 
 
Tree trimming and visual aesthetic maintenance is currently going on in Town. 
 
Town Manager Titcomb congratulated newly elected Commissioner Coz, and mentioned that there will be 
an Elected Officials Workshop on April 27, 2016 hosted by the League of Cities for any Commission 
members interested in attending.   
 
4.  Town Attorney  
Town Attorney Torcivia updated the Commission on the following: 
 
Attorney Torcivia congratulated newly elected Commissioner Coz. 
 
Mayor Pugh asked for an update on the Swaim lawsuit, and Attorney Torcivia responded that the lawsuit 
was filed and the insurance carrier appointed Lyman Reynolds’ firm to represent the Town. There will be 
a motion to dismiss hearing, but not much substantive should happen at that hearing other than the Judge 
ordering them to clean up their complaint due to technical deficiencies.  He stated he expects a longer 
hearing on another motion to dismiss after that complaint is filed, probably two to three months out.  He 
also mentioned that at some point when there is a little more information, we will probably ask for an 
Attorney/Client session for Mr. Reynolds to give the Commission a status update. 
 
5.   Police Chief  
Chief Hutchins advised that his monthly report was included in the Commission packages.  He also 
congratulated newly elected Commissioner Coz.  Chief Hutchins introduced two Police Officers who were 
recently promoted:  Sergeant Kurz and Lieutenant Jones.  Chief Hutchins mentioned that both have hit the 
ground running.  Sergeant Kurz has taken on the challenge of going through all of the Town’s property 
evidence quarter master functions and bringing them up to date, and Lieutenant Jones (with the assistance 
of Lieutenant Wohlfiel and the Support Group) has modernized the Town’s fingerprinting system by taking 
fingerprints from residents for licenses as a courtesy as well as from criminals that we may encounter.  The 
Support Group has funded a project that will allow Officers to now identify people who have criminal 
records or warrants who choose not to produce identification.  We can now fingerprint them when 
encountered so they can’t use someone else’s name and slip away.  Lieutenant Jones is also working on 
some more technical projects.  Chief Hutchins thanked the Commission for adopting the National 
Telecommunicator’s Week Proclamation on behalf of all the 911 Dispatchers and Telecommunicators.  
Mayor Pugh asked when we are closing the parking lots at the Inlet, and Chief Hutchins responded that the 
parking lots are monitored and closed by the Park Rangers, and if we notice that they are not closed by 
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dark, we will close them, as the park is open from sunrise to sunset.  Mayor Pugh also asked about the 
article in the Coastal Star regarding the parking expansion at the Inlet, and Chief Hutchins responded that 
he has been working with the County Parks Director on increased security, lifeguarding and parking 
enforcement before any consideration of expansion is done by the County.  The County will likely approach 
the Commission in the future with a presentation for expansion.  Chief Hutchins noted that his opinion is 
that they should not consider expansion at this time.  The area of the beach is very small and there are 
several hazards that we need to address before we try to increase capacity into that park.  He also mentioned 
that he has addressed the issue of the Sheriff’s patrolling of the park, and stated that he believes it is the 
County Parks Department’s responsibility to ensure that the parks are safe and secure areas, and to provide 
security, maintenance, and lifeguarding especially in the area of the children’s playground on the 
Intracoastal side as well as the North side of the jetty.   
 
Commissioner Bonfiglio noted that it appears they are not increasing the square footage of the park, but 
increasing the parking area and decreasing the green space.  He stated that they should spend more money 
on patrolling and increase the presence of the people at the substation.  Chief Hutchins responded that they 
have placed an employee in the park, and there is a misperception regarding security because this person is 
a laborer responsible for cleaning the park, and is usually asleep during the night hours.  Chief Hutchins 
also noted that there is infrastructure at the park that needs to be fixed.  He noted we are already over 
capacity at some points during the season, and the plan is to increase capacity.  He also stated there is a 
perception that there is a Sheriff’s substation on the property which provides some level of safety and 
security, and although he does not disagree with that 100%, the Sheriff’s marine unit has been moved to 
Riviera Beach and the auxiliary unit is generally used by volunteer patrols and the office is being used by 
the lifeguards who are not security officers.  Chief Hutchins stated he suggested to them that we have more 
security in the area. 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
6. Appoint Open Positions to the Board of Adjustment and Planning & Zoning Commission By: 

Tracey Stevens, Town Clerk 
 
Town Clerk Stevens noted that several appointments to the various boards will either lapse or have 
become open and will need to be filled.  All members up for re-appointment have indicated that they 
would like to serve for an additional term.  In years past the Commission has deferred one or more of 
the appointments for one month in the event additional residents wanted to submit a letter of interest 
and a brief resume.  If the Commission decides to do this again, a motion would be necessary to retain 
the current board members until the next regular Town Commission meeting.  Due to the election of 
Steve Coz to the Town Commission, there will be an open seat on the Board of Adjustment.  
Advertisements for open seats will be posted on the website and in the newsletter. 
 
Commissioner Bonfiglio moved to appoint Richard Bajakian and Mauro Walker to the Planning & Zoning  
Commission as regular members for a three year term and David Hutchins and Kimberlee Marshall to the 
Planning & Zoning Commission as Alternates for a one year term; seconded by Commissioner Aaskov. 
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Commissioner Bonfiglio moved to defer the appointment of the Board of Adjustment members who are up 
for re-appointment for a period of 30 days to allow residents to apply for the open seats; seconded by 
Commissioner Aaskov.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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7. Designation of Voting Delegate and Alternates to the Palm Beach County League of Cities, 

Inc.  By:  Jamie Titcomb, Town Manager 
 
Town Manager Titcomb explained that this is an annual ministerial function.  The League of Cities requests 
that we reaffirm our voting delegates each year so that when legislative and policy matters are decided at 
the League level, we are always represented with a voting delegate.  He noted that it is general practice to 
appoint all Town Commissioners as Alternates so the Town is always represented at the League meetings, 
and recommends appointing the Town Manager as the Regular Member. 
 
Commissioner Bonfiglio moved to name the Town Manager as the Primary Voting Delegate and the Town 
Commission as Alternate Voting Delegates to represent the Town at Palm Beach County League of Cities 
meetings; seconded by Commissioner Lucibella.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
RESOLUTIONS 

8.        Resolution No. 2016-04; Electing a Mayor 

 
Commissioner Lucibella moved to re-elect Geoffrey Pugh as Mayor; seconded by Commissioner Aaskov. 
 
Mayor Pugh thanked the Town Commission for their confidence in him, and noted that he will do the best 
job he can for this Town. 
 
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
9.        Resolution No. 2016-05; Electing a Vice Mayor 

 
Commissioner Bonfiglio moved to elect Richard Lucibella as Vice Mayor; seconded by Commissioner 
Aaskov.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
10.       Resolution No. 2016-06; Designating Depositories, Authorizing Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer 

to Sign Town Checks; Authorizing any One of the Five Town Commissioners to Countersign Checks 
 
Commissioner Bonfiglio moved to adopt Resolution No. 2016-06 as set forth in item #10 on the agenda; 
seconded by Commissioner Lucibella.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES 
 None Scheduled.  
 
SECOND READING AND ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES 
 None Scheduled. 
 
TOWN COMMISSION ITEMS 

 None Scheduled. 
 
Public comment:  Bob Weisblut, Sailfish Lane, asked what the term is for the office of Mayor and Vice-
Mayor, and Mayor Pugh responded that the term is one year. 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 6:47 p.m.      
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Minutes adopted by the Town Commission on May 2, 2016. 
 
 
 
_______________________________                     
Mayor Pugh 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
     
_______________________________ 
Tracey L. Stevens, CMC, Town Clerk 


