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Calendar of Events: February 
2 Regular Town Commission Meeting at 6pm 

7 Sand Sifters Beach Cleanup 

Oceanfront Park 8-10:30am 

10 2009 Municipal Election 

Hours: 7am—7pm in Community Room 

16 President’s  Day—Town Hall Closed 

-Contractor work permitted 

-Trash pickup as scheduled on Tuesday, 2/17 

  

14 Valentine’s Day 

3 Code Enforcement Hearing at 10am (tentative) 

9 P & Z Commission Meeting at 8am 

Discuss Various Ocean Ridge Zoning Codes  

13 Special Meeting to Certify Election Results & Administer 

New Oaths at noon. 

Inside this issue: 

• Calendar of 

Events 

• Municipal Election  

Information 

• Sample Ballot 

• Police News 

• Volunteer 

Opportunities 

• Recipe 

La eleccion municipal de Ocean Ridge es el 10 de Febrero, 2009 en la sala  de ayuntamiento comunidad por las 

7am hasta 7pm. Nancy L. Hogan, Kenneth M. Kaleel and Geoff Pugh haber presentado los documentos para 

candidatura de los dos aseintos abiertos que actualmente estan ocupados con Kenneth Kaleel y Geoff Pugh. Un 

papeleta de muestra se encuentra en la segunda pagina de este boletin y tambien disponible en 

linea, www.oceanridgeflorida.com  en el marko del calendario. Boletas ausentes se puedan solicitor por tele-

fono,correo electronico o por escrito en laoficina de Supervisor de Elecciones. El numero de telefono es 561-656-

6200. Austente boletas estan disponibles,antes del dia de eleccion, en cualquier oficina de la SOE, durante las 

horas normal de nogocio, excepto la rama de Belle Glade. La oficina de West Palm Beach estara abierta para 

volante ausente de voto de 9am a 1pm Sabado, 31 de Enero. Todos los volantes registridos se anima a salir y 

votar. 

T 
he Ocean Ridge Municipal Election is on Feb-

ruary 10, 2009 from 7:00am – 7:00pm in the 

Town Hall Community Room.  Nancy L. Hogan, 

Kenneth M. Kaleel and Geoff Pugh have filed for the two open seats currently held by Kenneth M. Ka-

leel and Geoff Pugh.  A sample ballot is located on page two of this newsletter and also available 

online at www.oceanridgeflorida.com under the calendar.  Absentee ballots can be requested by tele-

phone, email or in writing at the Supervisor of Elections office.  Their telephone number is 561-656-

6200.  Absentee ballots are available prior to election day at any of the SOE office except Belle Glade 

branch during regular business hours.  West Palm Beach office will be open for absentee ballot voting 

from 9am to 1pm Saturday, January 31st.  All registered voters are encouraged to come out and vote.  

2009 Municipal Election 

Elección Municipal 2009 
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We’re on the Web! 

Oceanridgeflorida.com 

Solicitation by Law Enforcement/Fire Charitable Organizations 

A 
 recent Sun-Sentinel Watchdog article outlined the sometimes overzealous solicitation by 

telephone and/or mail of fund raising agents seeking donations for the benefit of law 

enforcement or firefighters.  The article went on to describe that some of these businesses 

actually direct very little to the charity after deducting their costs.  In addition, the 

telemarketers can be very forceful and will pressure you into making a donation.  These callers 

are not subject to the restriction of the Federal “Do Not Call” list. 

With the economy in turmoil, charities in general can expect to see a reduction in donations.   

As a contributor, you should be aware of where your money is going and if the proceeds actually 

trickle down to a local organization; thereby benefitting you in a more direct way.  Here are 

some examples: 

• Ocean Ridge’s “Department of Public Safety Support Group, Inc. only solicits once 

annually and does so by mail, never by phone.  The proceeds are spent locally to 

improve/maintain equipment, etc. of the Ocean Ridge Police Dept. (O.R.P.D.).  There 

are no paid employees of this 501(c)3 charity. 

• In Palm Beach County, there are local offices for the Policeman’s Benevolent 

Association (P.B.A.) and the Fraternal Order of Police (F.O.P.).  Although some 

employees of O.R.P.D. may be members of these organizations, neither represents 

these employees for wage or benefit purposes because we do not have a contract.   

Each of the organizations also has State and National offices.  Any donations at that 

level would have a limited direct impact locally. 

• The Police Athletic League (P.A.L.) is present in both the Boynton Beach and Delray 

Beach Police Depts.  Direct donations to those agencies would have a greater local 

benefit then it would at P.A.L.’s State or National level. 

• There are many other charities out there that associate themselves with law 

enforcement or fire/rescue service and their cause may be legitimate.  Before you 

donate, take a moment to research the charity via the Florida Department of 

Agriculture & Consumer Services, which oversees their operation.  http://

www.doacs.state.fl.us/ 

Ocean Ridge Library 
 

Library is open to residents! 
 
Checking out books is based on a 
honor system.  However, we ask 
that you sign out the books at Town 
Hall and date when returned.  
Please also have proof of residency 
available. 
 
You may still donate books and 
magazines during Town Hall hours. 

Police Department News from Lt. Yannuzzi 



Bronson Warns Consumers About Jury Duty Scam  
Source: Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
 

Page 4 February Email Newsletter 

TALLAHASSEE - Florida Agriculture and Consumer Services Commissioner Charles H. Bron-

son today alerted consumers to a growing identity theft scam in which con artists posing as 

courthouse workers claim that the person being called has failed to report for jury duty. 

 

The scam has been reported in 11 states, although it is unclear whether it has surfaced in Flor-

ida, officials say. 

 

“If you get such a call, hang up and avoid providing any personal or financial information over 

the phone,” Bronson said.  “Court workers don’t call on the phone to inform you that you’ve 

missed a jury duty summons.” 

 

The scam typically involves a call from a person claiming to be a jury coordinator who informs 

the person being called that a warrant has been issued for his or her 

arrest as a result of the person’s failure to appear for jury duty.  When 

the intended victim protests and reports that he or she never received 

a summons to report for jury duty, they are asked for a social security 

number, a date of birth and sometimes even a bank account number. 

 

Providing the information enables the scam artist to clean out the 

consumer’s bank account and open up other accounts, obtain credit 

cards and establish other lines of credit in the victim’s name, Bronson 

warned. 

 

“This is a particularly insidious fraud because most people take jury duty seriously and natu-

rally would want to clear up any misunderstanding about whether they failed to show up for it 

as quickly as possible,” Bronson said. “Such a call would understandably upset most people, es-

pecially with the threat of arrest, and catch them off guard.” 

 

The scam has reportedly surfaced in New York, Minnesota, Illinois, Colorado, Oklahoma and 

other states in recent years, and authorities are fearful that it may be spreading. 

 

It is yet another example of how con artists try to rip off consumers. 

 

“People need to always remember to avoid giving any personal or financial information over the 

telephone to anyone whose identity they have not verified,” Bronson said. 

“People need to always 

remember to avoid giv-

ing any personal or  

financial information 

over the telephone to 

anyone whose identity 

they have not verified.” 

Police Department Information 

Non-emergency 561-732-8331 

Emergency 9-1-1 



Arrest Leads to Prison Sentence  

“CSI: Ocean Ridge” 
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T 
he television has become inundated with “Cop” shows that depict the reporting, investigat-

ing, and solving of crimes within 48 minutes (12 minutes for commercials).  If only that 

were a reality!  However, the technical and laboratory resources shown on TV are available to 

and used by the Ocean Ridge Police Department.  As a recent example, 

blood evidence collected during the investigation of a residential bur-

glary that occurred in November 2006 was just linked by the Palm 

Beach County Crime Lab to a subject currently serving 5-20 years in a 

Michigan prison.  This otherwise cold case has been brought back to life 

as a result of science. 

Every citizen’s first priority should be on prevention by taking steps to 

safeguard their home, property and identity.  However, should some-

thing happen, every effort will be employed toward solving the crime. 

O 
n August 26, 2008 O.R.P.D officers responded to a Burglary/Theft 

in progress at the Capri Apartments, 5700 block Old Ocean Ave.   

A suspect, Steven Thomas Gmyrek, white/male, 10/30/68 was appre-

hended as he attempted to flee the area.  Investigation determined mul-

tiple victims at that complex.  While still in custody, another Burglary/

Theft was reported at 5900 Old Ocean Blvd.   Gmyrek was charged with 

all of these crimes.  On December 11, 2008 he pled guilty and was sen-

tenced to 31 months in State prison and ordered to pay restitution to his 

victims. 

Pet Tags 

P 
et tags, donated by a town resident, are available at the police department.  All pet owners 

are encouraged to place an Ocean Ridge pet tag on their pet’s collar for quick identifica-

tion.  If your pet gets loose, please contact the Police Department im-

mediately so the officers can be on the lookout and can quickly appre-

hend the pet.  This is a unique service and only one of the many ad-

vantages of living  in Ocean Ridge.  Also, in turn, if you find a loose 

pet please call the Police Department at 561-732-8331. 



Ingredients 

3 Tbsp butter or margarine 

1 pkg (10oz) Jet-Puffed Marshmallows or 1 pkg (10.5 oz) 

Jet-Puffed Mini Marshmallows 

8 drops of red food coloring 

6 cups Rice Crispie cereal 

Assorted decorating icings 

 

Directions 

Melt butter in large saucepan on low heat.  Add marshmallows; cook until marshmallows are 

completely melted and mixture is well blended, stirring constantly.  Remove from heat.  Add 

food coloring; mix well.   

Stir in cereal.  Press firmly into greased 15x10x1 inch pan.  Cool completely. 

Cut into heart shapes with greased 4-inch cookie cutters.  Decorate with icings as desired. 

 

Makes 12 servings. 

 

Source:  Kraft Foods 

Sand Sifters Beach Cleanup 

What: Join the Sand Sifters for beach cleanup.  Sand Sifters are doing their 

fundraiser by selling their caps for $5.  

When: First Saturday of every month, February 7th 

Where: Oceanfront Park, 6451 N. Ocean Blvd.  On A1A, just north of the Ocean 

Ave. bridge in Ocean Ridge.  Meet at the pavilion in the lower parking lot.  

Time: 8-10:30am 

Who: Individuals, schools, churches, clubs, businesses, organizations, and families are all en-

couraged to participate.  All ages. 

What’s provided: Free parking, bags, gloves, and refreshments available to participants only. 

School and community service volunteer credit forms available. 

What to bring: Please bring water, sunscreen and a hat. 

Contact: Gary Solomon at 561-734-9128 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Recipe: Valentine Crispy Cutouts 

Congratulations!  

Gary Solomon was named one 

of National Public Lands Day 

Volunteers of the Year. 


